Professor Oberhelman is such a personhis monograph includes chapters on gastric secretion and motility, duodenal ulcer, gastric ulcer, stomal ulcer, peptic ulcer of extragastric origin (Zollinger-Ellison syndrome, stress ulcer &c.), complications of gastric surgery, and reflux aesophagitis. Each chapter is an admirable attempt to relate alimentary physiology and surgical practice. The author frequently emphasizes the need for more research.
In a book so short, it is inevitable that the theme is dealt with in breadth rather than in depth. Consequently certain subjects, for example theories on the cause of gastric ulcer, are not developed sufficiently to be easily understood and of real value.
For the expert in the subject, this book has little to offer that he does not already know and understand. Its greatest usefulness would be to someone whose objective is a brief and fairly dogmatic statement of current thinking and research by gastric surgeons. To attain this he will have to pay about £3, endure a clumsy style of writing, and accept a certain amount of undergraduate teaching. However, he would learn a great deal in one evening's concentrated reading. ALAN for six weeks with two objects: to study the medical situation and in particular to visit the three Australian hospital teams working among the civilian population; and to try to discover behind the barrage of official communiques what was really happening to the people.
As a medical war correspondent, Dr Brass admits to feeling conscious of his amateur status among the 300 or so members of the Saigon press corps, but his report is far from being the work of an amateur. In 'Bleeding Earth', with his own excellent photographs and delightful line drawings, he gives a colourful and well written account of the Vietnamese and 'free world' health teams, warts and all.
If he was less successful in his second objective, others have spent longer time with no better results, but during the two years since Dr Brass's visit one at least of his prophecies has come true. The Tet offensive showed the hopelessness of the American battle for the 'hearts and minds' of the people. Whether he is correct in his other prophesy that 'a corrupt and inefficient puppet regime' would not survive the cutting of Western strings remains to be seen. This book records the proceedings of a symposium held in April 1967 in Birmingham, at which a group of clinicians, physiologists and pathologists met to discuss their common interest in the correlation of structure and function in the lung. Most of the discussion was directed towards the problems posed by diseases associated with airways obstruction. The complexity of these problems is reflected in the many 'models' that were presented for consideration, each superseding an earlier, simpler model. Among these were Dr Jere Mead's model of the elastic behaviour of the lungs, critical of the simple notion of a common transpulmonary pressure to which all alveoli are exposed; and the mathematical model of gas transport presented by Dr Giles Filley, which was preceded by a delightfully clear account of earlier models of progressively increasing complication. The importance of molecular diffusion within the lung, until recently neglected, was emphasized by several speakers, especially when disease has enlarged air-spaces. The presentation of the discussions at the end of each session, more or less verbatim, brings into prominence points of disagreement, and adds to the reader's sense of participation. This publication gives the reader who is interested in respiratory problems, but not up to the minute in his perusal of specialist journals, the opportunity of becoming aware of the current state of knowledge and thought in this fascinating field. This book consists of a truly remarkable collection of photographs of neurological patients with accompanying commentary that is offered as 'an illustrated companion to a textbook of neurology'. It is primarily intended for the medical student and general practitioner. The illustrations have been selected from an extensive collection of photographs of personal cases that the author has accumulated over many years. The commentary has all the immediacy and personal contact and many of the anecdotal asides of a ward round, but is much more than a series of photographs and case histories. The photographs are assembled into groups dealing with related disorders so that a general commentary can be provided, and the main body of the book is preceded by an interesting chapter on the historical development of clinical neurology. No attempt is made to provide a systematic coverage of neurology, the emphasis throughout being on the contribution of history taking and physical examination in the assessment of the neurological case.
The standard of reproduction of the photographs, which are all in black and white, is uniformly high and considerable artistry is often displayed, for example in those illustrating the topic of facial expression. Some, such as the fundus photographs, have clearly lost informative value by being reproduced in black and white instead of in colour, but considering the fact that the book contains more than 800 illustrations, the price has been kept surprisingly low.
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Bronchial Carcinoma by B T Le Roux chM FRCSE pp xii + 144 35s Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1968
This monograph is a factual statistical analysis of 4,000 cases of carcinoma of the lung received for management in the Thoracic Surgical Unit in Edinburgh, in the years from 1949 to 1964. Thirty-seven per cent were treated by resection. It is a monument to the industry and integrity of this Unit.
It cannot be claimed that it adds anything new to our knowledge of the disease, as it conforms very closely with other published reviews. However, the magnitude of the investigation is of value in providing statistical evidence of the presentation and behaviour of bronchial carcinoma, its response to treatment and some of its bizarre manifestations. The pathological classification suffers from the disadvantage experienced in most surgical units when the reports on the morbid anatomy are made by a succession of different pathologists. As some of the pathologists did not use the term 'oat cell' tumour, these are all classified under the term 'undifferentiated'. The only conclusion that can be reached from this review is the generally accepted one that the prognosis is best in the better differentiated tumours.
The account of the inoperable cases is discursive, and it is difficult for the reader to find an evaluation of the effects of radiotherapy, except in the management of mediastinal obstruction.
The monograph's greatest importance will be as a work of reference. It would be more readable if it were more concise. VERNON It is no surprise that another edition of this useful book has become necessary after an interval of only three years. The original text remains unaltered, but the book has been brought up to date by the addition of a supplement. This enables easy reference to be made to the latest advances in treatment. It is a book for both students and doctors to have readily available and for this reason it is a pity that the second edition could not have been in paperback and therefore cheaper. It was carried out on eleven groups of provincial nonteaching hospitals in various parts of England and Wales. The facilities and organization at all the hospitals are analysed for various aspects of their salient featuresreception arrangements, standard of accommodation, activity, and the degree of satisfaction expressed by the staff with the service they were providing. The characteristics of patients using the outpatient service are compared with those of the population at large, and the influence of the general practitioner on outpatient case load is also examined. The basic features of the outpatient service having been examined, the survey moves on to observe what happens to patients in using them: waiting time for appointments, who sees the patient, what other referrals and treatment or investigation activities occur, and the overall outpatient case load for the various specialties are all examined in some detail. Examination of the quality of communications between general practitioners and consultants, and vice versa, is followed by a fairly comprehensive section on the attitudes of consultants who are responsible for the clinical
